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B.Sc. (Forestry) ANU 1995-1998.  

Dr Chris McElhinny, Senior Lecturer in Silviculture at the ANU Fenner School of Environment and Society, died on 18 
February 2012. Chris’s first career was as a craftsman and teacher in wood. He taught at the then Canberra—now 
ANU—Institute of the Arts from 1983-1991. Amongst other distinctions in that role, he made the furniture for the 
Parliament House suite of the President of the Senate. 

My neighbour Brian Turner tells me that Chris’s curiosity led him to then enrol in an undergraduate forestry degree. He 
flourished in a brilliant second academic career, being awarded the Schlich Medal for his undergraduate studies in 
1998, a University Medal on completion of his Honours degree in 1999 and a PhD in 2004 for his research on the 
structural complexity of woodlands. Chris joined the academic staff of what is now the Fenner School in 2005. 

 


